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To the RE AD E R. 

N o other Motive than the Merits of the 
IN Deceaſed, whoſe Reputation may with 
Propriety be faid to be eſtabliſhed above the 
Attacks of Cenſure,---and the pleaſing Retro- 
ſpect of the ſingular Marks of F riendſhip con- 
ferred by him on the Author, could have in- 
duced him to lay a Performance of this Nature 

- before the impartial Publick. He hopes that i 


whatever Imperfections may tow eſcaped him, 5 
the candid Reader will be pleaſed to caſt a Veil 


coouer them, and conſider ſuch as the Effects of a 


FF udgment 1 not yet fully | matured by Experience, 
conſequently capable of further I mprovement. 


Orton on the H. ill, Liebi Jan. 2 95 1774. 


PI 
*- 


1 


© 


uy 
: 7 . 
| 3 
| 5 
| | 


1 
X IP 
| — 
| { 
" 
* 
: or 


* 


* 


4 * 
-» 


Cc 
EL 
- 
? 
a 
1 
7 
+ 
* 
— 
-. 
* 
* 
** 
» 
— 
1 . 
* 
# 
* 7 
4% 
4 
» 
* 
. = 
* 
1 
1 
* - 
* 
I 
” 
* 
8. 


Fo 
2 
45 _ 
i 
/ 
* T 
3 
* 
8 -_ : 
« of 
1 
e 
* 
* 
" © 
* - 
y * 
o 
f 
+ 
MY | 
? | 
: f 
. ? 
« fn 
* K n 
we 
— 
4 | 
N A 
- 8 
A 
; i 
* * 
4 4 
— 0 
5 
7 - 
9 
* ; 
by o 
* 
i 
„ 
9 - 
* 
«iS 
* * 5 
* , 2 
; » 
* } 
— 
7 
= 
, f 
: 
, - 
* 7 
* 
»V 
* 
- 
: 
* 
I |. 
l 
» 
k 
8 
2 
. 
U 
o 
% 
? 
* 
ſ 
| 
- 
: 
: 
i 
t 
: 
— — — — * 


Ze 


— — — . — 
©. : - 
| - 
A : | ; 


S E R M ON, Ge 


REV. Cnar. XIV. Ves. - 3. 
T Jeard a Voice from Heaven, Saying unto me, Write 
Bleſſed are the Dead which die in the Lord, from hence- 


forth : Yea, faith the Spirit, that they may reſ# from 
Fei Labours, and their M. "49 do follow them. 


HE inſp ired Writer in an 40101 and cablime Minder, 
a NR in Words ſo ſoothing to the pious Mind that they 
ſeem to be a Charm againſt Death itſelf, here repre- 
| ſents to us the Souls of the Righteous i in their State of 
| ſeparate Exiſtence ; ſuch as having fought the good 
Fight of Faith, and perſevered in Acts of Mercy, Charity, and Be- 
nevolence, have chearfully ſubmitted to the King of Terrors, aud 
are received into the glorious Manſioas of tlie Bleſſed, where they 
ſhall finally enjoy an inexpreſſible Fulneſs of Bliſs and Glory, when 
Death and Time ſhall no longer exert their deſpotic Sway, but 

Mortality ſhall be abſorbed in eternal Life, and God be All in All. 

_ Very: eee indeed do we find in various Paſlages interſperſed 
throughout the ſacred Records the moſt lively Images of thoſe un- 
ceaſing Joys which the Spirits of juſt Men are ſaid to experience. But 

the Words before us ſeem to carry with them a peculiar Weight 

and Authority as being delivered by a ſpecial Revelation from 
Heaven: I heard a Voice from Heaven, ſaying unto me, 15 rites Bleſed 
are the Dead which die in the Lord from henceforth. 


With 
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N of their Importance and 1 Original, by conſidering 
how greatly this ſacred Author was eſteemed by our Lord, and pre- 
ferred before his other Diſciples. Hence it is that he was e 
to make known to hiq the gloxious xaltation of the Saints and 
Martyrs, who, whilſt on Earth, had reſblutely defended the Cauſe 
of Chriſtian-Liberty againſt the united Rows of Darkneſs, and are 
therefore rewarded with unfading Crowns of Glory in the Company 


of Angels and Seraphim, around the Thrane of God, It mult be 
acknowledged however that the-Apoſtle in a more eſpecial Manner 


alludes to ſuch, and we cannot by any Means enter into Compariſons 
with Them. N evertheleſs the Promife contained in the Text un- 
doubtedly extends to all thoſe, who though they have not attained 
to ſo high a Degree of Perfection are, yet with great Fropriety, {aid 
to die in the Lord. Mrite, Biaſed arg the Beet qauhich die in the 
Lord, from henceforth. That is is, Wholoever for the 'Time to come 
ſhall perſevere in the Word of Truth, and act conſiſtently with its 
Precepts unto, the End, ſhall enter into the Joy of their Lord 
And the holy Spirit of God expreſſly confirms it; Tua ſaith the Spi- 
rit, for they reft from their. Labours. Theſe are they who having en 
dured the, innumerable Temptations of an injurious World eg 
much Tribulation have entered into the Kingdom of Heaven, where 
all Tears ſhall be wiped from their Eyes, and Sorrow and Mourn- = 
ing flee away. For after having been long toſſed to and fro by the 
Waves of this tempeſtuous Ocean they are arrived at the wiſhed-for 
peaceful Harbour; where there is Fulneſs of Joy and Pleaſure for 
evermore; where the Wicked ceaſe from troubling, and the Weary 
are at reſt. In ſhort, Trials and r rer are abſolutely inſspa- 
Table ABA this mortal Life, and though all have not drunk in equal 
' Dravghts of this bitter Cup; yet in — Meaſure it is the common 
Lot of all Mankind. Thrice happy are they whom the God of all 
Couſolation has enabled to paſs through this Vale of Tears with 
true Fortitude and Chriſtian Reſignation! For as Gold puri- 
| fied ſeven Times in the Fire, they ſhall at length emerge from 
the Furnace of Affliction, . and free from baſe we meet 
nheritors 
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1 
Iubertrors of tlieir Fathers Kingdom. And worthily may they 
be faid to receive fuch Glory amd Flerout, whoſe Vittaes have in- 
mortahzed their Names in unfading Laurels; and their Memory, 
like the Ivy which begirts the periſhed Tree, ſtill preferves an Ever- 
green, whoſe Verdure no Change of Scafons, nor fcarcely the Ra- 
vages of Time ſhall alter. Theſe ate the happy Effects Whick ne- 
cellarity flow from the Practice of vittuous Deeds; a far more im- 
portant Conſideration this than the moſt fuperb and elaborate 44 
tles; a Monument which ſhall endure when all other Trophies fail. 
But tuck are the attractive, the irreſiſtible Charms that adorn the 
Character of them whoſe Lives and Converfations are habituated to 
the Exercife of Virtue, that we cannot even in this Life behold but 
admire and 'revere them. Indeed it muſt be acknowledged that 
ſuch Perſons, like Jewels of great Value, are not to be met with 
in every Soil, yet where they are, they cannot be ſufficiently prized. 
And it frequently happens that even the moſt malignant Cenfure 
is compelled to acknowledge ſecretly their ſuperior Worth and Ex- 
cellence, and with to inherit thoſe great Accompliſhments it openly 
ſceins to traduce. Even upon the moſt tranſient View how amiable 
does the virtuous: Mind appear! It diſcovers at once ſuch an ener- 
getic Power and Godlike Influence, that whether we conſider it in 
a public or private Capacity, it cannot fail to excite the Veneration 
of good Men in particular, and the univerſal Admiration of all. 
But when we not only perceive the ſympathiſing Heart, but be- 
hold the diffuſive Hand of Charity extended to alleviate the Diſ- 
treſſes of our Fellow Creatures, how nearly doth this approach to 
the divine Nature, and follow that inimitable Pattern the great 
Author of all Perfection has exhibited to Mankind! Is not this 
the infallible and diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtic of . 2 
Certainly. By this, ſays our Lord, ſhall all Men know that y 
are. my Diſciples. And I think we may fay with the Apoſtle 
St. Paul, that ſcarcely for a righteous Man will one die, but for a 
good Man peradventure ſome would even dare to die. But let us 
ear in what exalted Terms the holy Pfalmiſt ſpeaks of the good 
and upright Man. Blefled, ſays he, is the Man that conſidereth 
| the poor and oy the Lord ſhall deliver him in the Trouble. 
rouble 
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Trouble. The Lord preſerve him and keep him alive that he may 


be bleſſed upon Earth, and deliver not a him into the Will of 
his Enemies. And. again, The Lord comfort him when he lieth 
ſick upon his Bed; make thou all his Bed in his Sickneſs. Have 
we then any Cauſe to doubt the Almighty's peculiar Care over the 


Perſons and Property of thoſe who. thus contribute to the Welfare 


of the Community, and beſtow. their Alms on the diſtreſſed Ob- 


jects of their Compaſſion ? On the contrary we are well aſſured that 


all things ſhall work together for good to them who thus nobly 


contend tor G'ory, and Honour, and Immortality: N ſuch never 


fall ſhort of the glorious Reward they have in View! 
And here can we forget to recall to our Minds the mani- 
fold Virtues which, graced the Character of our departed Friend, 


| Who, was an Ornament to the Neighbourhood; and a Pattern of 
_ unbounded Charity and Benevolence to his Country; whoſe Life: 


in Imitation of his divine Maſter appears to have been employed 


in doing good? Alas! whither are our Comforts fled.*: may, the: 
diſconſolate Neighbourhood. ſay, which like a forlorn Widow 


fits lamenting the Loſs of ſo worthy a Man. - In what. ſad Ac- 
cents ſhall the Poor lament the Loſs they have ſuſtained, who. 


Have ſo frequently experienced the 3 of his Bounty, whoſe 


Infirmities have been ſo often relieved by that Hand and ;Heart. 
which had never the Power to refuſe! In him 1, may ſafely, 


ſay, not only the Neighbourhood has loſt A worthy. Friend and 
Patron, but 1 might with egual Propriety add, the Community | 


in general has loſt a valuable Member of Society; Which cau ſufli- 
ciently be atteſted, when we conſider, what ;exceeding Sums were 
expended by him, amongſt the finer. Artiſts, and others. of, inferior 


_ denomination, with whoſe Productions he ornamented bis Ho le, 


and enriched the Families of thoſe be employed. Nag to mention, 


the extenſive Funds raiſed and annual ,Subſcriptions contributed by; 


lim towards the Support of various Charities, Hoſpitals, / _ 
Schools, both in Town and Country. Beſides Legacies bequeathed. 


to private Pertons, aud conſiderable Sums of Money left tor, other 


pious and laudable Uies, particularly his having founded a Cateche- 
tical Lecture for the Inſtruction of poor Chiluren, within a certain 


'Piſtance 


1 „ 1 
Diſtance from his late Reſidence, reflecting equal Honour on his 
Memory. I wave further Particulars, as they are ſo well known 
already. What we have hitherto advanced in Juſtice to the Name 
and Reputation of the deceaſed, being we hope' ſufficient to enſure 
to him (and all thoſe who either now or hereafter may enjoy equal 
Opportunites with him) that Blefledneſs the Text promiſes; our 
Lord expreſſly declaring, that inaſmuch as they have done it to the 
leaſt of theſe his Brethren, they have done it unto him. And ve- 
rily ſuch ſhall not fall-ſhort of their eternal Weight of Glory. Eſ- 
pecially when we conſider that like holy Job he delivered the Poor 
that cried, and the Fatherleſs, and him that had no Helper. Well 
therefore might the Bleſſing of him that was ready to periſh come 
upon him. Moreover he cauſed the Widow's Heart to ſing for Joy, 
ever bearing in Mind the Words of the Lord Jeſus, It is more bleſ- 
ſed to give than to receive. Not that he diſtributed his Favours 
indiſcriminately, or without conſtlering who were the proper Ob- 
jects of his Commiſeration ; for though he might properly enough 


be called the Father of the Poor, yet he always took the greateſt 


Pains to enquire into their Cauſe, and the Cauſe which he knew 
not he ſearched out. - And indeed no Man was a greater Lover of 
Truth when ſtripped of every borrowed Ornament. Her native 
Charms he ſeemed to prize far beyond all other Conſiderations | 
Whatever, a Greatneſs of Mind he ever aſpired after. Conſequently 
Flattery and Diſſimulation could not appear before him but in their 
true Deformity., | „% ee RT ET LIT Long 
With Reſpect to his Religious Principles, all that had the Pleaſure 
of cultivating an Acquaintance with him muſt unanimouſly ac- 
knowledge that he was a ſteady Friend and a conſtaut Adherent to 
the Doctrine and Welfare of the Church of England; ſince he 


conſtantly attended at her Altar, revered and eſteemed, her Mini- 


ſters whom he conſidered in their true Evangelical Character and 
Office, ever ſtudious of promoting their Welfare and Happineſs, ſo 
far as they acted conſiſtent with their high and heavenly Calling. 
But the Name of Bigotry was to him truly odious and deſpicable. 
As to his Literary Accompliſhments he was certainly a Perſon of 
no ſmall Share of Erudition, being an able Linguiſt, and wp | 
; B | verſed 


þ [ 10 1 
verſed in Claſſical Learning; which he conſtantly nnn. to 
improve by enriching his Library with, a judicious and expenſive 
Collection of ſome of the moſt approved Authors both ancient and 
modern ; which were nat placed there out of Oſtentation, but were 
diligently and carctully-conſulted by 105 as Occaſion offered, Ho-) 
well he has deſeryed of the Publick in this Reſpect, I leave to the 
impartial to determine. Thus far however we may ver ture to ob- 
ſerve, That as long as the Love of Taſte and genuine Harmony pre- 
vail, fo long ſhould his Memory meet with a due Regard for that 
judicious Arrangement of Words we find in the ſacred Performance 
of the Mas8r4H ;. to this if we add the Abilities of an inimitable 
1 Maſter of the Science, we cannot ſufficiently applaud; a Perform- 
| ance in Which the Mind exerts its higheſt Faculties, aud ſoars aloft 
+ beyond this Scene of Things; in which all the irregular Paſſions 
and Diſquietudes of the human Breaſt are huſhed and ſoftened into 
Peace, ſince; it reanimates the true, Spirit of Devotion, and bids the 
Soul be wrapped in the Praiſes and Contemplations of its God, 
Thus far we behold him in a publick View, Come we now to 
ſp eak of the Virtues which adorned his private Life: He was never 
Fear to. boaſt of the Favours he had beſtowed, er to reproach the 
Receiver with an imprudent Uſe of his Benefits, however juſtly he 
- might have been-induced.:to it; obſerving that moſt excellent Pre- 
cept of our Lord. Not to let his left Hand know what his right 
Hand did. But leſt we . ſhould: peradyenture incur the Imputation 
| of exaggerating too much, it may be proper to obſerve, that what- 
ever Indiſeretibns he might be guilty of, they were amply compen- 
1 ſlated by his ſuperior Virtues. If, therefore, any Part of his Cou- 
dact could be deemed exteptionable, it was in the Effects which na- 
turally flow from an Impętuoſity of Temper, by which I would be 
underſtood to mean ſome haſty Expreſſions which eſcaped him. But 
ſince the divine Principle of Charity is affirmed. by the Apoſ- 
| tle to cover even a Multitude of Faults, it is to be preſumed Moat 
He who is not extreme to mark whatever is done amifs, will be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to caſt a Veil over thoſe Imperfections, which! in hun 
were rather the Effects of a natural Infirmity than a depraved Habit 
and n of Mind; and ſeemed to proceed from a delicate 


Texture 


9 
; 
| 
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Texture of the nervous Syſtem, too liable to Irritation; from 
whence' ariſe violent Perturbations and Anxieties of the Mind, and 
not unfrequently an extreme Lowneſs and Depreſſion of Spirits: 
both which Extretnes are reported to ſpring from one and the ſame 
Cauſe, producing different Effects. However that may be, alas! we 
ſhould do well to conſider the Infirmity of human Nature even in 
its higheſt State, and how apt the beſt of Men are to fall. under 
the Dominion of Sin; from which it is abſolutely impoſſible to be 
utterly free in this our Chriſtian Warfere. Very frequent Exam- 
ples we have of the ſad Effect of Man's primeval Diſobedience even 
in Men though otherwiſe of the moſt exalted Piety, whoſe melan. 
choly Falls are handed down to us by the impartial Scriptutes, 
which frequently take Occaſion from thence to aſſure us how inade- 
quate our beſt Services are devoid of the divine Aſſiſtance, and that 
we are by no Means ſufficient to do any Thing of ourſelves, but 
our Sufficiency is of God. Thus the Author of the Book of Wiſ⸗ 
dom obſerves, The Thoughts of mortal Men are fearful, and their 
Forecaſts are uncertain. Becauſe 'the corruptible Body is a heavy 
Burden to the Soul, and the earthly Mauſion preſſeth down the Mind 
which is full of Cares. For how often do our firmeſt Reſolutions 
_ relinquiſh and utterly forſake us even in the midſt of our Duty, and 
our moſt ſanguine Hopes fall to the Ground, till the holy Spirit of 
God reanimates the Soul and raiſes it from the deep of the Earth 
again. How often do we hear of the beſt of Men complaining of 
the Deadneſs of their Devotion; their wandering Thoughts in Prayer 
to the Throne of Grace and Merey ! This therefore being the true 
Condition of Mankind confirmed by ſad Experience, we have the 
higheſt Reaſon to hope that God will not exclude ſuch from the 
Blefledneſs which he has vouchſafed to offer, but accept of their 
ſincere, though: xaperfe&t Obedience. But it is well known that 
he heartily bewailed this has Infirmity, and was frequently angry 
with himſelf on this account, much more ſo than with thoſe whom 
he ſeemed to chide, conſidering in the Words of St. John, If we 
ſay that we have no Sin, we deceive ourſelves and the Truth is not 
in us; but if we confeſs out Sins God is faithful and juſt to forgive 
us our Sins, and to cleanſe us from all Unrighteoufneſs. Perhaps 
5 C too 
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too r a Degree of Shyneis, and a reſerved 
Diſpoſition, eſpecially in mixt Companies, which ſome might con- 
ſtrue into a Moroſeneſs and Singulatity of Temper. But they who 
had better Opportunities of his Acquaintance well knew to tlie con- 


trary; and can with much Truth ſay, that few could be more un- 


reſerved and open in Converſation than he | whenever he was able 


to throw off that Depreſhon of Spirits, which ſeemed natural to 
him. In ſhort, it was the Obſervation of ſome particular Friends, 
that he was remarkably alert the Night before his Departure, which 


then gave us reaſon to- hope- that Providence would have extended 


fo valuable a Life to a later Period. But how were we diſappoint- 


ed ! for within a few Hours after he was ſnatched' away from us in 
the moſt ſudden and unexpected Manner; not however inſenſible of 


bis faſt approaching End, and requeſting the laſt Prayers of his 


Chaplain, Part of which Office being performed, he threw himſelf 


back into his Chair, and inſtantly expired. The unalterable Sum- 
mons he chearfully obeyed; and in the Words of holy Simeon 


ſeemed to ſay, Lord, now letteſt thou thy Servant depart in Peace 
according to thy Word. This truly Chriſtian Reſignation recalls 
to our Mind an Account in the Life of the celebrated Addiſon, who 
being taken extremely ill, and perceiving the Shortneſs of Time he 
had to live, ſent for an intimate Acquaintance, (a young Man) 
charging the Meſſenger to tell him that his Friend had ſomething 


of great Importance to communicate to him before his Departure. 


Upon his Arrival, Addiſon pauſed a conſiderable Space. At this, his E 
Friend, being eager to know what he had to ſay, thus addreſſed 


him; © I thought you had ſomething particular to ſay to me, (and 
adds the Author of the Narrative) may ſucceeding Ages not only 


hear, but feel the Reply! forcibly: graſping his. Hand, See, ſays he, 


how a CHRISTIAN can die!” and immediately expired. Mark then 


the perfect Man, and behold the upright Man, for the End of that 
Man is Peace, Juſtly therefore may we ſay in the Words of the 


Text, Write, Bleſſed are the Dead which\die. in the Lord, ſrom hence- 


Forth'; Yea, ſaith the Spirit, for they reſt from their Labours, and their 


Works do follow them.” But how ſhall we deplore the Loſs of him 
whoſe Memory is ſo recent on our Minds. But let us not be ſorry 
N Mes, 1 as 


W 
as Men that have no Hope for them that ſleep in him. No: happy 
Spirit! whereſoever thou · art now detained, or ſuffered at large to 
roam in Regions of endleſs Bliſs aud permanent Delight; let us not 
call thence, but ever ſtrive by the Innoceney and Integrity of our 
Lives to attain to thoſe unſpeakable Joys which God has prepared 
for them that love him; where, O may it be our Lot whenever we 
mall depart this Life to join with the celeſtial Choir in unwearied 
Hymns and Hallelujah to the Lord of Glory. Well therefore may 
we ſay that his Remembrance will ever chear the Senſes of thoſe 
who truly knew his Worth, though now depoſited in the filent 
Manſions of the Grave. Methinks I ſee the decrepid Huſbandinan 
reſting on his Staſt, and with equal Imagination hear hin» lament- 
ing in Terms like theſe; “ Ah! how tuddenly unpitying Death 
« haſt thou deprived us of him, who under Providence was the Sup- 
part of our dechning Years ! Farewell then hoſpitable Dome! 
„how art thou changed, to me at leaſt, ſince thy Maſter was laid 
„ low ! But where.ſhall I be able to. find, in what bleſſed Retreat 
explore, a Friend like him? Yet have I no Confolation left? no 
„happy Aſylum in Reſerve? Certainly, in that God who is ever 
% wont to give and that too more than I can merit or deſire. Be 
this then my Anchor-hold in the chearleſs State of Poverty.” Such 
Thoughts as theſe muſt neceſſarily flow from a grateful Heart; yet 
ate they by no Means the Language of Defpair. On the contrary, 
ſome may hereafter ariſe if not to equal, yet to imitate his Genero- 
fity and Goodneſs. He had lived to a good old Age, and God was 
| pleaſed to receive him to his Mercies. Indeed, bad it pleated the 
Almighty to have ſhortened the Number of his. Days, or taken him 
off in the Vigor of his Life, the Loſs of him would then have beet 
much greater. How many have been taken away long before they 
had paſſed the Threſhold of Life, and prevented doing thoſe Things 
they had fully purpoſed to have done? How many promiſing Heirs 
have been mowed down by the cruel Scythe of an untimely Death, 
cut off in the Bloom of their Days, and at once with them were 
blaſted all the future pleaſiug Expectations of their more advanced 
ears, and by that Means brought down their diſconſolate Parents 
with Sorrow to the Grave? From theſe and ſuch like Reflections 
naturally 


Fo 
naturally ariſing from this Subject, we ſhall ſoon ſee what little 
Reaſon we have to repine at the Diſpenſations of Providence, in 
taking out of this Life our departed Friend. From hence too we 
may learn the Inſtability of all earthly Enjoyments. For all theſe 
Things muſt paſs away like a Shadow, and as a Poſt that paſſeth 
by. Or as a Ship that ſaileth through the furrowed Waves; which, 


when it is gone by, the Trace thereof cannot be found, ne:ther the 


Path of it in the Floods. Or as the Remembrance of a Gueſt that 


tarrieth but a Day. Here, as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews obſerves, 
| We have no continuing City, but we ſeek one to come; a City 
Which hath Foundations, whoſe inimitable Archite and Builder is 
God. The beſt of us are but mere Sojourners and Probationers ; 


Penſioners upon a frail periſhable Life. Blefled and truly happy 
are all they, who bear its Trials and Misfortunes with an even 
Mind, truſting in that good and gracious God who has promiſed 
(and will not ſuffer his Word to fail) to deliver the righteous out of 
all their Troubles. But above all Imagination bleſſed are they, Who 


having weathered the Storms and Tempeſts of a finfal World, are 


at length deſcended to the Grave in Peace, in comfortable Aſſurance 


_ of a glorious and ever bleſſed Immortality. How then does it be- 


hove us to make good Uſe of the Space of Time which God has al- 
lotted for our Continuance here, conſidering how ſhort our Life is, 


and Eternity of what infinite Duration! Time is ever paſſing on- 


wards with unwearied Steps. What did I ſay? Time is ever on 
the Wing, and with what incredible Swiftneſs does it fly! And a 


{mall Space of it will reduce us to our native Duſt. All created 


Beings, whether animate or inanimate, muſt yield to the corroding 


Hand of Time. Even the moſt impregnable Forts and maſſy Edi- 


tices at length begin to totter from their Baſis, and moulder into 


their firſt Original. What then is human Life? or what the Con- 
tinuance of theſe compared with Eternity ? Not ſo much as a Speck 
or an almoſt inviſible Grain of Sand ta the immenſe Shore, or a Drop 
of Water to the Ocean. And yet upon the Improvement of this 
ſmall Space our endleſs Happineſs depends. Juſtly therefore, does 


the Apoſtle St. James ſpeak of the Uncertainty of human Life. Ye 
know not, ſays he, what ſhall be on the Morrow: for what is your 
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Life ? It is even a Vapour that appeareth for a little Time, and then 
vaniſheth away. In ſhort, the Life of Mankind may be compared 
to Bubbles ſcattered. here and there by a Tempeſt on the Surface of 
mighty Waters. The leaſt extraordinary Guſt of Wind puffs them 
out into a mere nothing. And they that ſurvive the Shock are liable 
every Moment to experience the ſame impending. Stroke. So Ge- 
nexatious fall, and others riſe to inherit the ſame Uncertainty, Well 
then may we exclaim in the Words of a much admired Writer. O! 
how thin is the Partition between this World and another! Ho- 
ſhort the Tranſition from Time to Eternity! fo ſhort that it may be 
made in the Twinkling of an Eye. So frail, fo attenuated is the 
Thread of Life, that it not only burſts before a Storm, but breaks 


even at a Breeze. Since then, (purſues the ſame Author) were fo 
liable to be diſpoſſeſſed of our earthly "Tabernacle, let us look upon 
_ ourſelves. only as Tenants at Will, and hold ourſelves in perpetual 
Readineſs to depart at a Moment's Warning, Without ſuch an ha- 
btual Holineſs, we are like Wretches that {leep upon the Top of a 
Maſt, whilſt a horrid Gulph yawus, or furious Waves rage below. 
Whereas, a prepared Condition will inſpire a Chearfulneſs of Tem- 
per not to be ruffled by every low Vexation, and create a Firmneſs 
of Mind not to be overthrown by the moſt threatening Dangers.” 
And fince we are placed by Providence in this Uncertainty, alas! 
how abſurd is the Conduct of thoſe who ſeem to fix their Reſt here, 
when thouſands fall beſide them, and ten thouſands on their right 
Hand! What a Supineneſs and amazing Inſenſibility does it diſeo- 
ver! So far indeed it muſt be acknowledged, that if they ſee their 
Neighbour fall, the ſudden Shock it mult neceſſarily occaſion muſt 
Iikewiſe induce them to ſay, Alas! our Brother! and perhaps the 
ſilent Tear and deep-fetched Sigh, ſweet Lang nage pf the Soul, ex, 
preſſive Eloquence ! may help to deplore the irreparable Loſs ſuſ- 
rained, But ah ! how ſoon does it vaniſh like a Morning Cloud or 
the early Dew which drops and dries away! How ſoon is it all for- 


gotten in the confuſed Circle of the Cares and Buſineſs of Life, or 


drowned in the Deceitfulneſs of Riches and Senſuality ! But can all 
the Treaſures of the utmoſt Indies; can all the abuſed Pleaſures and 
Satisfactions of Life ſave them from the uncrring hand of Fate? No, 


rather 
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rather let ſuch with all becoming. Diligence, ſtudy to improve the 
preſent. Seaſon of Grace and Mercy, whilſt haply they may be 
found; leſt in the great Water Floods of Sickueſs or their laſt 
Hours, he ſhall not ſuffer them to come nigh him; leſt, with Eſau, 
for once deſpiſing a Bleſſing, we like him may forfeit it for ever, 
though we ſeek it afterwards carefully with Tears. But may the 
Father of all Mercies to guide and influence our Hearts, that we may 
be truly ſenſible of the Things which belong unto our Peace, leſt the 
Night come upon us unawares and find us unprepared, and fo to 
number our Days that we may apply our Hearts unto Wiſdom. 
For bleſſed is that Servant, who when his Lord cometh, ſhall find. 
ſo doing. To conclude what I have offered upon this Subject; this 
is not the Effect of Fancy or an Enthuſiaſtic Ardor, but what is de- 
_ rived from the Fountain of all Truth, and the Words of eternal Life. 
This do and thou ſhalt live; when Time itſelf ſhall be no more, and 
for ever inherit thoſe unfading Joys which God has reſerved. for all 
1 thoſe who ſhall hereafter merit the fame Degree of Happineſs and 
Slory. Write then (for they are the Words of the Spirit) Bleſſed are 
the Dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth ; far they reſt from 
© their Labours, and their Works ds follow them. And to this at length 
de every pious With reſigned ; Let me die the Death of the Righte- 
ous, and let my laſt End be like his! Now to thee, O Father, &c, 
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